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th ink th e r e ' s ag r e em ent t ha t t h e c onm i t t e e a me nd m ent i s g o o d
l anguage . Th e qu e st i o n i s a r e l a t i v e l y c l o s e o ne f o r me . I
t h in k i n my o w n m i n d I ha d sa i d t o my se l f , whe n I h a d v e d t o
advance, I' ll vote to advance this power because essentially it
gives the power t o the state Legislature. Should we be faced
with exercising t hat power, I'm not sure what I would do. A nd
i n f a c t , I h a v e som e r e l u c t a n c e . I f i n f a c t we ha d t h i s p o we r ,
I ' m not sure I would vote for it to exercise it. But there are
related issues. And since we ' re in this a rea, it 's an
interesting point. Be cause what Senator Redfield brings to us
is this question of, what happens when there are stat e
obligations...or, I'm sorr y, loc al ob li gations, property tax
obl iga t i o ns , t h a t f al l heav i l y on t he p r o p e r t y t ax payer , and
yet you don't have an oa r in the water, and you can make it
worse fo r t he pe o p le w ho do h a ve t o pa y t axe s by vot i ng t hei r
levies up when you don't have property? Should you be able to
vote? Because that' s, in essence, the issue here-whether o r
not somebody shoul d b e a b l e t o vo t e o n a n i s s u e t h a t wi l l a f f ec t
property taxes when they don't bear a burden or a responsibility
out o f i t ; a r en t er , w h o d o e sn ' t p a y p r o p e r t y t axe s , vot i ng f or
a l i d ov e r r i d e whe n t h e i r l a n d l o r d wi l l pa y t h e hi g he r t a x e s .
Now, it w ill co m e to them eventually, but they don' t...their
name is no t o n t he t ax f or m an d t h e y may no t h a v e a n o b l i ga t i on .
You may live in a place in which you don't own property, and yet
you do get to vote. This starts us down the path of s aying,
let's g o into that situation and see i f we ca n as sess
responsibility a little more based on whether you have an oar in
the water or not. I do reme mber Senator Coordsen's basic
argument and, although it was related to this, it was really
more genera l . Hi s bas i c co n c er n was t h i s . What do you do i n
the case of a town that has a rather good deal of agricultural
land on its perimeter, who does a veto. . .no t a v e t o o v e r r i d e ,
but a l evy over r i d e? Who ' s goi n g t o be a r t he b u r d e n o f t hat ?
I t ' s ea sy f o r t he c i t y f o l k s t o vo t e f o r t ha t l e vy o v e r r i d e ,
because the majo rity of the property so affected will be
agr i c u l t u r a l l a nd . On t h e o t he r h a n d , t h e c om p la i n t t ha t Ge o r ge
was mak in g t h e r e a b o u t f a r m s be i ng t r ea t e d i n t h a t wa y i s j u s t
the flip side o f the coin of a call I' ve gotten, as an urban
senato r , h a l f a d o zen t i me s i n my y e a r s h e r e , p eo p l e who
are . ..young people wh o ha ve no kids, who say, why am I paying
such high property tax for a school system w h en I don 't have
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